Space: Why is it called the space race?
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English

In writing, we will be writing for a range of
purposes. To begin with, the children will write a
non-chronological report on the life-cycle of a
butterfly. They will then write a recount on their
wonderdome experience and finally then will write a
narrative on space adventure.

In reading, we will be exploring a range of texts
linked to our topics. We will look at non-fiction and
fiction text types, as well as song lyrics, to develop
our reading fluency and comprehension skills. It is
very important to read with your child at home daily
and build a love for reading. Reading for pleasure
has a positive impact both on your child’s academic
outcomes and their well-being.

Humanities

In History, our topic is space and we will be
answering the key question ‘Why is it called the
space race?’ We will begin our unit with a
wonderdome experience. The children will be
introduced to the concept of the space race and they
will explore why different countries wanted to be
the first to reach space. They will learn how animals
were sent to space before humans and they will be
introduced to Yuri Gargarin and his space travels.
The children will then go onto use historical sources
to find out about the Apollo 11 mission which led to
Neil Armstrong to become the first human to set
foot on the Moon. Finally, the children will be
introduced to other significant figures such as Helen
Sharman, Mae Jeminson and Tim Peake.

STEM

In Maths, we will begin the term by completing our
unit on shape. The children will continue to recognise,
name and learn the properties of 2D and 3D shapes.
We will then move onto our unit on money, where we
will look at using our knowledge of place value,
addition and subtraction to find the total value of a set
of coins. We will then progress onto multiplication and
division, making arrays and division of numbers
associated with multiples of two, fives and tens.

In science, we will be learning about animals,
including humans and looking at growth over time and
life cycles. We will sequence stages of the human life
and match offspring to their parents. We will explore
the life cycle of a chicken, frog and butterfly.

In computing, the children will be learning about robot
algorithms. We will look at the understanding of
instructions in sequences and the use of logical
reasoning. We will use given commands in different
orders to investigate how the order affects an outcome.
We will design algorithms and then test those
algorithms as programs and debug them.

Art and Design Technology
Skill: Sculpture and paint

The children will be inspired by the artists
Henry Rousseau & Frida Kahlo. They will
develop their skills in sculpture and painting
by moulding and carving clay to create a
sculpture with different textures. The children
will then choose different sized brushes to
paint their sculpture and experiment with
tints and shades to change colours.

Creativity and Expression

In RE we will be exploring the question ‘Why
and how do some people pray?’

In PSHE we will be covering the unit, dreams
and goals. We will discuss goals that enable
us to achieve success and learn about our
strengths. We will learn about working
together to complete challenges and celebrate
our achievements.

In PE we will be learning the skills of Netball,
where we will look at control of a ball
through throwing and catching. We will also
develop skills in orienteering, where we will
work both independently and with others,
solving problems and using simple maps.




